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or many freshmen, college
serves as a wake-up call to
serious academics. But to some,
Taylor University academics contain a curious twist: the
honor system.
Almost every Taylor discipline has some form of honor
system grading – from tests
taken in dorm rooms through
Blackboard to “reading reports”
that grade on the percentage of
text students read to homework
that is self-graded in class.
To many, the honor system
is a natural part of a Christian
university with lifestyle guidelines outlined in the Life Together Covenant, which each
community member signs upon
becoming part of the school.

“I think I felt bad about (cheating), but
at the same time I probably said in my
head it wasn’t a fair question on the test ...
I’m sure I rationalized it somehow.”
- Student who cheated on a Bib. Lit. I test on Blackboard But to some students, honor
system grading means an easier
way to an A.
One student, who spoke
anonymously for freedom in
discussion, admitted to using
his notes “against (the professor’s) express rules” on a Blackboard exam given as part of

Foreign friends: Class holds
overseas video conference
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor

On a cold Tuesday morning,
a group of students gathered
in the Helena Building to meet
with a few dozen of their counterparts from Oman. No airfare
was necessary – the meeting
took place entirely through video conference.
The goal of this meeting was
to create a dialogue between
university students of vastly
different cultures. The conversation was set up by Professor
Stephen Hoffmann, whose son
works in the American embassy
in Oman.
The group from Taylor consisted mostly of students from
the political science department.
“It was really fun to see the
difference in the girls and their
level of understanding of English and the extent to which they
were outgoing and involved
in the discussion,” senior Allison Hampton said. “Some of
the girls were very open about
their tendency toward Western
things, but there were others
who were very critical of what
we stand for and very doubtful
about Americans.”
Most of the discussion revolved around cultural issues.
The Omani students – who
were all females – asked what it
was like to date at Taylor.
When one of the Taylor students asked the same question,
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the response was very revealing.
“Well, in Islam we’re not allowed to date, but that doesn’t
mean it doesn’t happen,” the
Omani girl said.
It was a moment of laughter
for both groups that helped to
break the ice.
Other questions dealt with
religion and college life. The
meeting had to be cut short after an hour, though the Omani
women were still eager to ask
questions about the war in Iraq
and other U.S. foreign policy issues.
“I think it would be (good)
if we could set up some kind
of pen-pal system and continue having meetings like this,”
Hampton said. “We need to be
sensitive in these discussions,
but I think it would be good for
us and for them.”
Professor Hoffmann agreed
and has offered to carry on the
cross-cultural
conversation
over the Internet. The students
involved were glad to catch a
brief glimpse of life on the Arabian peninsula. Hampton said
Taylor should take full advantage of similar vide conference
opportunities.
“The Arab situation affects
everyone,” Hampton said. “It’s
not just a political situation
– it’s going to affect art, culture,
and the way we evangelize. As
Christians, we need to understand (the Middle East) in order
to be real lights for Christ.”

Professor Richard Smith’s Biblical Literature I class.
“For one of our tests I got
stuck at one part, and so I casually flipped open my notes and
looked up what I didn’t know,”
the student said. “I think I felt
bad about it, but at the same
time I probably said in my head

Have you or a friend abused
the honor system at Taylor?
We want to hear what you
have to say.
E-mail your thoughts and
stories to The Echo at:
echo@taylor.edu
(We will keep
sources confidential.)
it wasn’t a fair question on
the test, like it was nitpicky or
something. I’m sure I rationalized it somehow.”
Professors who use honor
system grading acknowledge
students can cheat the system.

See Honor, Page 2.

Sen. Evan Bayh, D-Indiana,
has cancelled his engagement
to speak at Taylor University’s
2008 commencement ceremony.
The U.S. senator communicated his change in plans
on Nov. 2 via an e-mail from
Bayh’s Chief of Staff Tom Sugar
to Taylor President Eugene Habecker.
Due to his busy schedulue,
Bayh would have had to use a
direct travel method such as a
private plane to reach campus
on time. Senate ethics rules now
prohibit using private planes, a
Bayh spokesperson said.
The rules, which went into
effect after Bayh accepted Taylor's invitation to speak at commencement, made his presence
for the ceremony “impossible,”
the e-mail said.
Taylor’s announcement earlier this fall of Bayh’s upcoming
commencement engagement
had drawn some criticism from
the Taylor community.
Habecker said he did not
know whether Bayh’s cancellation was related to the controversy among Taylor community
members, although some on
Bayh's staff were aware of the
opposition.
“I don't really know the extent of their knowledge,” Habecker said. “I did share with a
staff member some of the criticism I had received.”
Bayh’s spokesperson said he
was not familiar with the controversy at Taylor's campus.

I still would like
to have Evan Bayh
on campus in the
future in some sort
of venue ... so that
students and faculty
have a chance to
engage with him.
- Eugene Habecker Sugar's e-mail said Bayh
hopes to come to Taylor soon
to spend time with students, a
plan Habecker said he would
like to see in place.
“I still would like to have
Evan Bayh on campus in the future in some sort of venue, particularly so that students and
faculty have a chance to engage
with him,” he said.
Taylor has not yet made plans
for a replacement commencement speaker, Habecker said.
“We have to go back to the
drawing board,” he said.
Provost Stephen Bedi told
The Echo last month that the
administration invited Bayh to
help expose students to a variety of speakers with important
messages that may differ from
positions of some at Taylor.
Bayh’s father, Sen. Birch Evans Bayh II, spoke in 1968 at
Taylor for Habecker’s undergraduate commencement.

New apartment building set to begin construction

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Artist rendering courtesy of Jim Garringer

At top, the "Cleveland house" at Reade Avenue and Third Street sits above its new home at Third and Taylor
streets. The house was moved to make way for a new Taylor apartment building slated for that lot.
The apartment complex, pictured below, will house 60 students, and Taylor officials hope it can open in August 2008. The building will cost about $3 million, and construction begins in three weeks, said Ron Sutherland,
Taylor vice president of business and finance.
"It allows us to bring a number of the Fairlane students back closer to campus to be able to interact better on
a day-to-day basis, as well as giving us an opportunity for growth," Sutherland said.
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Lights, camera, play ball: MC7 tapes football
By Hannah Beers
Contributor
With only two class periods
to prepare, the students in the
communication department’s
multi-camera live class found
it a challenge to stay on the ball
— literally.
The class of 10 students,
taught by Professor John Bruner, used Saturday’s football
game as a crash course in live
sports broadcasting.
“We understood the process
of production, but football ... is
unscripted,” said junior Randy
Kizer. “That’s different than the
stuff we’re doing in the studio.
Anything can happen at any
time.”
Students took different positions in the control room and
on the field, directing the action
and operating cameras.
“(It was) a chance for them
to see first-hand just how complicated it can be,” said Bruner.
“And even then, (we know) what
we’re doing is not as complicated as it gets by any stretch.”
Seniors Trevor Kight and
Andrew Miller, who provided
play-by-play and commentary
during the game, also had a new
experience.
“It’s very different than radio, which is my background,”
said Kight, who was asked to
help because of his experience broadcasting Lady Trojan
sports on WTUR. “In radio,
you … call the game painting
a picture the whole time, describing every little detail. With
television, you’re just providing
something for the viewer to listen to while they watch.”
The
production
class
switched between different
roles throughout the game.
Shuffling from one position to
another proved to be the most

Sophomore Shane Henning captures Taylor's game against St. Xavier University Saturday.
challenging aspect of the day,
students said.
“It was complicated,” Bruner
said. “It was like watching a
musical chairs game. As soon
as the quarter was over, I’d be
yelling for them to switch, and
they’d all be diving over each
other to try to get from one
place to the next.”
Each position offered its own
challenges, said senior Jonathan Wolf.

“The camera people had to
follow the ball, which is really hard to see on a tiny little
screen in broad daylight. And
the directors are trying to decide what shots are the best”
Wolf said.
The game, while shot as if
live, did not air on campus television.
“It was their first time ever,
and they were already terrified,”
explained Bruner. “We’ll make

sure that it looks good (and
then) we’ll probably air it.”
Football Head Coach James
Bell said he appreciated having
the game taped for television.
“(The team) was pretty excited; they enjoy those type of
things,” Bell said. “I think any
time that you have people that
are trying to be supportive,
that’s always positive.”
With the football game behind them, members of the

multi-camera live class turn
their attention to filming the
“Silent Night” basketball game
Dec. 7. Bruner expects it to be
easier in comparison because
of the experience the class has
already had.
“There’s nothing like trying
to do football; it’s really a hard
thing,” Bruner said.
Kizer said he was encouraged
by his progress.
“I felt like I improved as the
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day went on,” Kizer said. “The
most rewarding part was seeing
something that came out really
well ... We got all the pieces together ... and it looks — I don’t
want to say professional, but it
looks decent, at least.”
Junior Jacob Elsts said he
was up for the challenge of another live shoot.
“I learned that I want to do it
again, just so I can do it better,”
he said.

New CMS makes Taylor's Web site more efficient
By Zach Hunsinger
Contributor
Taylor’s online content management system is changing,
bringing dramatic improvment,
Director of Online Communications Dan Reeves said.
A CMS allows multiple users to upload information into
a Web site.
The system helps someone
who has little knowledge of how
to use HTML or similar code
post news or pictures for viewers.
Although Taylor had planned
for a CMS change in a few

years, Reeves said he and others decided the change needed
to happen sooner than expected
because the current system was
not meeting expectations.
Reeves compared the use of
CMS to the role of lineman in
football.
“Generally, the only time one
hears about a lineman is when
something goes wrong,” Reeves
said.
With a CMS, an authorized
user navigating the system
might upload the latest scores
from a recent volleyball match.
Then, a fan would see the new
material on the page.

But with the old CMS in
place, uploaded content took a
minimum of two hours to appear on the Web site, assuming
all processes went well.
A recommendation led the
team to dotMarketing, which
makes the new system, dotCMS.
Reeves, in collaboration with
Taylor departments, test ran
dotCMS and were pleased with
the results.
“Uploaded content appeared
within seconds,” Reeves said.
Initially, only a few departments will participate in the
CMS switch, Reeves said, but

eventually all departments will
switch to the new CMS.
“This will be a difficult pro-

to like them – to think they’re
cool.”
The student said he doesn’t
“consider it wrong” to cheat using old exams.
“I would say I value honesty,
but the conviction kind of wears
off, to be honest,” he said. “I feel

side of Taylor.
“As you live your life now,
that’s how you’re going to live
your life,” he said, paraphrasing former Taylor President
Milo A. Rediger. “You can’t say,
‘I’ll then demonstrate integrity
later’ on your taxes, with your
children, with your spouse, if
you can’t show integrity in the
small things … If you say this is
who you are, then this is, I think,
how you ought to behave.”
Professor Phil Collins, who
teaches Christian educational
ministry classes, said trusting
students to use “reading reports” to declare how much of
the text they read showed appropriate respect for their integrity.
“I’m glad we trust our students,” Collins said. “It’s the
right thing to do, even if some
abuse it.”
Next week: Professors explain the academic benefits of
the honor system and the history of honor at Taylor, and
students weight integrity issues. Plus, do other colleges use
honor system grading?

this project.”
While some visible elements
on the Web site will change, the

A CMS helps someone who has little
knowledge of how to use HTML or similar
code post news or pictures for viewers.
cess, but one for which we are
ready,” Reeves said. “The IT
department and (Online Communications Technical Administrator) Philip Macomber have
gone above and beyond with

content and information will
remain the same.
“We are building on a strong
foundation,” Reeves said.
The goal for completing the
dotCMS project is March 1.

But Reeves said he and his
team are ready to adapt and
change with the situations that
arise in dealing with technology.
Reeves said that information
on the Web site would be more
fluid and streamlined with the
new CMS.
The site will have more images, and the new system will
allow a variety of users to get a
large amount of diverse information quickly, he said.
“We are excited to bring the
Taylor story to anyone visiting
the Web site,” Reeves said.

Honor, from Page 1
But Professor Felix Aguilar, a
computer science professor who
lets students give themselves
homework grades, said using
an honor system at a Christian
university gives him the opportunity to show he trusts his
students.
“Maybe this is naïve, but I
think people will be more likely to respond with integrity if
they’re treated as if the teacher
doesn’t think they’re all cheats,”
he said. “The LTC is a wonderful
thing, and it gives me the freedom to be able to treat people
with respect.”
Aguilar has caught a handful
of students cheating in his more
than eight years at the university, but he says students generally give harsher assessments of
their work than he would, living
up to his standards for the selfgrading experience.
“I believe in setting high expectations,” he said. “People
will perform to whatever level
of expectation you have. If you
have low expectations, people
will perform to that low level.”
Despite the high expectations

News

placed on Taylor students’ characters, some find it more than
easy to cheat – even in classes
without the honor system.
One student, who spoke
anonymously for freedom in
discussion, said he had cheated on more than four classes

“I would say I value honesty, but the conviction kind of wears off ... I feel like it’s
the professor’s fault. I mean, if he doesn’t
change the test, tough luck.”
-Student who cheated by copying papers and memorizing tests-

at Taylor. Older students approached him with old exams,
lab reports and projects, and he
has used them ever since.
“I would say cheating has
helped me in my academic endeavors,” he said. “I basically
copied (the assignments) word
for word. I think it was (the upperclassmen’s) way of looking
out for me, of making me want

like it’s the professor’s fault. I
mean, if he doesn’t change the
test, tough luck.”
Even though this kind of
cheating happens at Taylor,
Professor Jeremy Case said he
thinks giving students opportunities to practice integrity on
mathematics exams taken outside of class helps prepare them
for living the Christian life out-

Photo illustration by Timmy Huynh
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Lembright plans for future after Taylor

Lembright works at his year-long position, vice president of
strategic initiatives.

BY MAKENZIE DOEPKE
STAFF WRITER
Wynn Lembright, vice president of strategic initiatives, has
served at Taylor for 24 years and
mentors countless students.
But after this year, Lembright
will take focus his passion on his
family and international missions.

Lembright was the dean of admissions from 1983 to 1987 and
was responsible for the recruitment of undergraduate students
for Taylor University.
Later, Lembright served as vice
president of student affairs, involved in oversight and creative
thinking for admissions, athletics, ﬁnancial aid and student development at Taylor.
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But for the remainder of the
2007-2008 school year, Lembright will serve as vice president of strategic initiatives,
which involves the oversight of
the memorial chapel, planning
a partnership with a ministry in
Ethiopia for Taylor and the continuous mentoring of students
across campus.
Why? Because after this year,

Lembright will resign.
After the accident that occurred
on Apr. 26, 2006, Lembright underwent some soul searching.
“How do I want to invest my
life?” he asked himself.
The answer to this question has
become more clear to him within
the last year as the Lord laid on
his heart speciﬁc areas to focus
on, he said.
Lembright said he believes God
is calling him to become more involved in a local church, spend
more time with his family and
become more connected internationally with missions organizations.
For instance, Lembright said
he communicated his desire to
form a relationship with Project
Mercy, a missions organization
in Southern Ethiopia, to President Eugene Habecker.
Project Mercy was founded by
Marta Gabre-Tsadick and feeds
over 1,200 children a day. The
mission compound has a stateof-the-art hospital, an orphanage
and various classrooms.
Gabre-Tsadick is “doing what
it says in Matthew: feeding the
hungry, healing the sick and
clothing the naked,” Lembright
said.
Lembright said he desires for
Taylor to create a connection
with this organization and send
students to serve for semesters
at a time. During his remaining
time here at Taylor, Lembright
is working on creating a relation-

ship between the university and
Project Mercy.
A team of students will work
with the organization over January term on a Lighthouse trip,
and Lembright said he hopes
this trip increases the desire for
missions in the hearts of many

students.
Lembright said his future plans
line up with his mission statement, 1 Timothy 1:5:
“The goal of my life is love
that comes from a pure heart, a
ground conscience and a sincere
faith.”
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SBP expounds on W.O.W.
BY AUDRA GUSTIN
STAFF WRITER
Student Body President Tamara Shaya recommended
meeting the missionary representatives at the dining commons during this year’s World
Opportunities Week. And attending the night sessions with
the speakers. And the chapel
sessions, of course. And the
seminars Wednesday.
She ﬁnally laughed.
“I guess it’s almost the whole
week,” she said, highlighting
the children’s choir performance scheduled for 7:30 tonight.
During her bi-weekly interview with The Echo, Shaya said
W.O.W. has always impressed
her.
During her ﬁrst year at Taylor, her life changed through
meeting representatives from
Arab World Ministries and the
Crescent Project, a ministry to
Muslims. Those conversations

marked the ﬁrst time she reconciled her passion for communication arts with a desire
to reach Muslims in the Middle
East, she said.
“In fact, there are plenty of
majors God can use as long as
you’re willing,” she said.
Shaya encouraged students
to take initiative to meet with
mission representatives, whom
students may ﬁnd invaluable
in years to come and who are
a rich source for stories of reallife mission work. She said she
hopes to use this sort of network to help her ﬁnd a job after
graduation.
The connections she made
her freshman year have already resulted in this year’s
World Religions Week, which
featured speaker Fouad Masri
from the Crescent Project. Shaya credits this as playing a key
part in Taylor’s growing interest and devotion to the ﬁeld of
Muslim ministry.
“It’s really cool to see how God

orchestrates things,” she said.
Shaya found her ﬁrst W.O.W.
so inspiring that she joined the
W.O.W. cabinet her sophomore
year to help plan the experience
for more Taylor students.
This year, Shaya said, she appreciated the selection of three
different key speakers, as opposed to the customary sole
speaker. The different perspectives beneﬁted Taylor students,
she said.
“There’s so much injustice in
the world,” she said. “For us
in Upland, Indiana, to realize
there’s still something we can
do all around the world is pretty powerful.”
The speakers’ varying ﬁelds
of interest and expertise would
impact students, since different messages resonated with
different people, Shaya said.
“For us to say it’s just another week would be doing injustice,” Shaya said. “It’s deﬁnitely more than just a week. It’s a
life-changing experience.”

Hannah Ruth Hermiz
Graduate Student

‘‘

When I found out that
Grace was CACREP accredited,

I knew that its program met national standards for a master’s
program. This accreditation means it will be significantly easier
to get my license post-graduation in almost any state without a
lot of extra work, as well as find a job of my choosing.
A glimpse of Grace:
• M.A. in Counseling

’’

• M.A. in Interpersonal Relations
• Scripturally Based
• Focused on each student’s personal & spiritual growth

'2!$5!4% 3#(//,

Web site: www.grace.edu • E-mail: macslg@grace.edu • Telephone: 1-800-54-GRACE, ext. 6397
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, Indiana 46590
CACREP Accreditation The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP), a specialized accrediting body, recognized
by the Council for Higher Education (CHEA), has granted accreditation for the M.A. in Counseling Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Grace College.
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'Saviour King' offers portable worship experience
By Katherine Gration
Associate News Editor

bum is the two starting songs,
“I’m Not Ashamed” and “Break
Free.” The producers obviously
wanted to start the album off
with something upbeat, but
these two end up sounding
more annoying than anything
else. The in-your-face repetition may leave listeners wanting more depth.

Hillsong delivered a great
worship mix, perfect for athome worship, with the band's
July 9 release of “Saviour King
Live.”
The band recorded the album
last March at a two-day conference in Sydney, Australia,
where more than 13,000 people
worshiped with the band.
The sound of the audience is
evident in each song – real people praising the Lord together.
Listeners feel as if they’re attending the concert, giving
them the ability to take the
concert with them wherever
they go.
The songs don’t carry the
structure of a studio recording,
where each track ends before
the next can begin. Instead, the
numbers flow together in a 77minute worship experience.
Hillsong’s lyrics are reminiscent of a prayer journal, both
intimate and worshipful.
My only complaint of the al-

Come see a live video of a
Hillsong United concert.
Hosted by
WTUR 89.7FM
MMVA 002
6 p.m. Saturday
Win a CD package featuring
Hillsong United and other
Christian artists.
But the next 12 songs more
than make up for the album’s
awkward start. “In Your Freedom” and “Hosanna” in particular stand out as songs that
could replace the traditional
chapel anthem of “Jesus Paid It
All” in the coming weeks.
The album’s title song, “Saviour King,” concludes the album

with simple lyrics that contain
a straightforward message. The
range of intensity, from gentle
to passionate, invites the listener to worship along.
On this album, lead singer
Darlene Zschech splits lead vocal time with 11 other Hillsong
artists, bringing new elements
and personality to each song.
The different voices offer listeners variety.
Hillsong does not write songs
for performance. The band
writes songs perfect for worship experiences, building a
platform that invites individual
worship leaders to expand and
add their own personal variation.
The band does not mean for
songs to be set in concrete, instead leaving room for interpretation and remixes.
Unlike some of Hillsong’s
older live albums, where each
song tends to sound the same,
“Saviour King” provides a refreshing and powerful means to
worship with each new track.
Album Rating: 8 out of 10

(Hillsong) writes songs that are perfect for performing in
live worship experiences, building a platform that invites
individual worship leaders to expand and add to their
own personal variation.

Photo courtesy of hillsong.com/music

"Saviour King Live" marks Hillsong's 16th live praise and worship album.

Sprinkle a little estrogen
on that theater popcorn
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor

The holiday season is full of movies for kids (“The Golden Compass”),
for men (“Alien vs. Predator: Requiem”) and for God only knows whom
(“Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street”).
But if you are in search of a good chick flick this fall season, hope exists for you yet. Try some of these
films meant to appeal to those of us with a bit more estrogen.

Carlos Tellez
Grace Seminary Student

August Rush
Starring: Freddie Highmore, Keri Russell, Jonathan Rhys Meyers,
Robin Williams
Release Date: Nov. 21
Rating: PG for some thematic elements, mild violence and language
Trailer: www.apple.com/trailers/wb/augustrush/
A talented cellist (Russell) becomes pregnant after a fling with a
struggling musician (Rhys Meyers). Under family pressure, she reluctantly gives up the baby. But when the baby becomes a young boy
(Highmore), he seeks out the help of an eccentric friend (Williams)
to bring his parents and himself back together through music.

‘‘

I now see
the world
with a new
set of eyes.

Enchanted
Starring: Amy Adams, Patrick Dempsey, Susan Sarandon, James
Marsden
Release Date: Nov. 21
Rating: PG for some scary images and mild innuendo
Trailer: www.apple.com/trailers/disney/enchanted/
When an animated Disney princess (Adams) is forced into a very
real-life New York City by an evil witch (Sarandon), much hilarity ensues. Despite the rescue attempts of her formerly animated
Prince Charming (Marsden), she may instead be falling for a helpful
Big Apple resident (Dempsey) who bears a striking resemblance to
Dr. McDreamy of “Grey’s Anatomy.”

The passion for other cultures God gave me through my earlier
experiences was united to the amazing intercultural insights and
academic direction offered at Grace. The instruction is far from a
mere academic exercise. Instead, it comes from missionaries and

’’

pastors who have experienced and dealt with the very issues
discussed in class.

A glimpse of Grace:

Biblically Rooted

t

Culturally Sensitive

Academically Excellent

t

t

Ministry Focused

Spiritually Transforming

M.A., M.Div., D.Min.
programs in Intercultural
Studies, and M.A.
Local Church Ministry
(distance education)

Web site: gts.grace.edu

A&E

E-mail: gtsrec@grace.edu t Telephone: 800-54-Grace x 6435
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, IN 46590
t

Atonement
Starring: Keira Knightley, James McAvoy, Romola Garai
Release Date: Dec. 7
Rating: R for disturbing war images, language and some sexuality
Trailer: www.apple.com/trailers/focus_features/atonement/
A sophisticated, young British woman (Knightley) falls in love
with a poor student (McAvoy), but the two become separated when
her younger sister falsely accuses him of a crime. As McAvoy’s character is forced into service in World War II, the young lovers continue to pine for each other, while the guilty sister (Garai) desperately
searches for a way to erase the sins of her past.
The Kite Runner
Starring: Khalid Abdalla, Homayoun Ershadi
Release Date: Dec. 14
Rating: PG-13 for strong thematic material including the sexual
assault of a child, violence and brief strong language
Trailer: www.apple.com/trailers/paramount_vantage/thekiterunner/
After witnessing the sexual abuse of his friend, a young Amir is
forced to flee Afghanistan as a result of the Soviet invasion. Many
years later, he receives word that his childhood friend has died and
left behind a young son. Amir must return to Afghanistan, which is
now controlled by the Taliban, in order to rescue the boy and make
peace with the past.
P.S. I Love You
Starring: Hilary Swank, Gerard Butler, Lisa Kudrow, Harry Connick Jr.
Release Date: Dec. 21
Rating: PG-13 for sexual references and brief nudity
Trailer: http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/1809779131/trailer
When a woman (Swank) struggles to deal with the sudden death of
her fun-loving Irish husband (Butler), she discovers that he left her
a series of letters to help with her grief. He sends her on a journey
to Ireland along with her goofy friend (Kudrow), where she meets a
most interesting stranger (Connick).

Photo courtesy of warnerbros.com

disney.go.com/disneypictures

atonementthemovie.co.uk

kiterunnermovie.com

warnerbros.com
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL

Our view: Bayh
controversy contains
lessons for evangelicals

Using proper rhetoric
The following thoughts were
prompted by Mr. Fitch and Ms.
Watkins’ “Two Opinions” column in the November 2 edition
of The Echo.
My thoughts are not about
gender roles in ministry, but
rather about a type of rhetoric
that is pervasive at Taylor University a type of language used
(perhaps on “verbal autopilot”)
to refer to the Bible and its role
in our lives.
The rhetoric that concerns
me is illustrated by these two
phrases, one from Mr. Fitch’s
Echo opinion and one from Ms.
Watkins’ Echo opinion:
Fitch: “Allowing Scripture full
freedom to change us”
Watkins: “The absolute authority of Scripture”
My reminder (and personal
view) is that it is God we worship; it is God who is absolute
authority and ultimate love. As
I see it, Scripture is a channel
for God the Holy Spirit to comfort us, to challenge us and to
remind us of holy grace.
My fear is that we misrepresent, and perhaps diminish,
God if we talk / write as if Scripture is what we worship. In the
words of Martin Luther, “Christ
is the Master; the Scriptures are
only the Servant.”
I finish with a possible application of my views to alteration
of the two quotes cited above:
Fitch: “Allowing God full freedom to change us (including as
we meditate on Scripture)”
Watkins: “The authority of
God and God’s incarnate love
(including as we encounter
them in Scripture)”
My hope is that careful Christian rhetoric can foster sharper
Christian theology, both for us
and for potential Christians
who are, as of now, “almost
persuaded” to know, love and
serve God.
- Professor Ken Constantine

Off-campus recycling
I have been thinking a lot lately about stewardship and what
exactly that means for Christians. Although I am not a classified “tree hugger,” I do believe
that it is our responsibility to
take care of the environment.
My housemates and I decided
that we would take recycling
seriously, so we set up paper
bags to separate our recycling.
However, we had no idea exactly how Indiana took care of
recycling once we separated it.
Our recycling ended up sitting
on our back porch for weeks.
We finally figured it out after
one girl spent a good amount of
time researching how Upland’s
recycling process works. Our
house decided that if we did not
know, then the rest of the offcampus houses probably do not
know either.
Here is “Recycling Off-Campus 101” from our house to
yours: Houses should already
have a plastic container for recycling.
There is no charge to recycle
because it is included in your
current trash fee. On Wednesday morning, you stick the bin
outside near your trash and
the company will pick up your
items.
Remember: 1) You cannot recycle plastic bags – reuse them.
2) Clear glass containers,
colored glass containers, highgrade office paper, newsprint,
corrugated paper, aluminum
cans, steel and bi-metallic cans
and plastics can be recycled.
3) You must rinse all recyclable goods and remove all lids
before putting them into the
bin.
We encourage you to take
some time each week to recycle.
Making a small difference is
still making a difference.
- Amye Harvey
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Appreciating art
By Sam Edgin
Columnist
A few days ago, I made a leisurely visit to the Indianapolis
Museum of Art.
I heard that some interesting
works were on exhibit, and I am
quite fond of art. It was something I hadn’t done yet, and it
was free. Why not go?
I was unaware that this trip
would give birth to something
wonderful inside of me.
After church on Sunday, my
friends and I headed south,
minds contemplative from the
message and fully prepared for
some artistic stimulation.
After taking a wrong turn,
spotting some very unique
Subway restaurants, and getting offered an illicit substance,
we found the IMA and parked
in the (free!) garage. We were
ready for art.
We ventured into a world of
creativity. The IMA currently
has an awesome exhibit of classical Roman art from the Louvre, but I spent a majority of my
time on the third floor: contemporary art.

I love some of the things that
I saw – truly breath taking pieces.
Some I hated; they appeared
pointless, even ridiculous.
In the midst of one of my
mental rants against another
piece I thought appeared to be
slightly less than art, I realized
the actual potency of what I was
seeing.

All we see is the
surface ... not the
idea, the emotion
or the theoretical
life behind it.
“How,” I would ask myself
initially, “could three strands
of yarn stretched across a room
constitute art?”
I would shake my head and
move on, not immediately realizing those red strings had just
created a strong emotion in me.
They made me think and wonder and scoff, and in doing so,
they fulfilled their purpose as
art.
Sometimes we look at a painting and just admire the skill of
the painter – all we see is the
surface, not the idea, the emotion or the theoretical life behind it. Abstract modern art

forces us to do that.
A blue square on the wall
seems so trivial, but look closer
and you see the artist delicately
placed vertical and horizontal
brush strokes over months and
months, finally getting the perfect arrangement which would
create such depth and so many
diverse thoughts in the minds
of the people who saw it.
A bunch of furniture set every-which-way on a wall and the
floor below it appears idiotic,
like an IKEA commercial gone
bad, but stand for a while and
hear the almost creepy recording that accompanies it and you
get a different feeling entirely.
I have found within myself a
much deeper appreciation of
modern art. Even in the works
I dislike, I can find something
deeper which tells me about the
piece, the artist or myself.
One room in the IMA has just
one work. The room is dark, and
the lights which would normally
highlight the piece are dim and
angled away from it.
The work is just a dark rectangle, about nine feet long and
five feet tall. Out of everything
I saw, this piece told me the
most about myself and, sitting
in the back of the room and just
watching, it also told me a lot
about others.
I found my eyes opened. Will
yours be, too?

Engaging the City of Man

By Mark Heydlauff
Columnist
Tuesday marked the one-year
point until America’s next presidential election.
With the way the news media
is already covering
the race and the
ways candidates
are advertising,
one might think
the election were
today. In fact,
primary races in
many states will
begin in January,
during the first weeks of 2008.
So what?
Last week, the Rev.Vaughan
Roberts delivered an excellent
exposition of the first six chapters of the book of Daniel. While
he primarily focused on the supremacy of Christ in all things,
he discussed rather directly the
need for Christians to engage in
the present world.
Borrowing from Augustine’s
notion of the struggle for the
Christian between the city of
man and the city of God, Roberts portrayed Daniel as a man
torn between two cities: Babylon and his home in Jerusalem.
Likewise, the modern Chris-

tian is torn between two cities.
Again, we are citizens of God’s
city, but we live in a world that
is fallen and in which earthly
powers will fall.
How then should we respond?
Should we clam up and live in
our Christian subculture, as
Roberts described, only to pull
“evil sinners” down with us
from time to time? Or should
we go about our lives in a fallen
world claiming Christian faith
only when it is convenient?

ment in government service. It
was a duty, a responsibility.
Now, however, being a Christian seemingly denotes that one
is either an activist member of
some interest group (the list
includes everything from the
National Rifle Association to
National Right to Life to the
American Civil Liberties Union)
or apathetic about government.
We fight or we hide.
Certainly, the causes mentioned above have admirable
intent, but I fear
danger in Christians’
becoming just another
interest group.
What is the value of the Christian
message
if we are just
another group
with an ax to grind?
As the political season draws
near, we as Christians should
neither withdraw nor regard
our opponents as enemies. We
must engage our world in a
spirit of civility and responsibility, recognizing that this city is
not our home, but that we must
be good residents in it for this
time.

The modern Christian is torn
between between two cities ... we
live in a world that is fallen and in
which earthly powers will fall.
Roberts challenged us with
Daniel’s example of a biblically
based third way to engage the
political world without succumbing to the extremes I just
described. Sadly, this third way
seems often lost in our discussion of Christian civic engagement.
Once upon a time, being a
Christian meant active involve-

Letters to the Editor

Send letters to the editor to echo@taylor.edu by 3 p.m.
Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words.
Due to volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we
receive. Please keep your opinions as concise as possible. The
Echo reserves the right to edit submissions for length and
content.

The ongoing 2008 commencement drama took another turn this week when
Sen. Evan Bayh (D-Indiana)
backed out as keynote speaker.
From the perspective of
Taylor administrators, this
must have seemed like a lucky
break. Since the news broke
that Bayh would be coming,
President Eugene Habecker
and other Taylor officials have
received countless messages
complaining about the selection.
Under this pressure, it appeared there was no good option.
Now Taylor will find a new
commencement speaker. And
when the dust finally settles
on the Bayh debacle, it may be
tempting to move on without
considering a pair of important questions:
Why did a U.S. senator and
former governor’s invitation to Taylor cause such an
uproar? And what do these
events mean for the future of
this institution?
By inviting Bayh to Taylor,
Taylor administrators hoped
to provide students with an
opportunity to hear from a
prominent voice in our nation’s political system.
The invitation would also
have served to further enhance Taylor’s image as a top
academic institution in the
Midwest, capable of attracting
in-demand speakers.
The chief concerns cited in
letters to The Echo had nothing to do with Bayh’s value as
a guest of the university, but
were based upon his political
positions, which critics felt did
not line up with Taylor’s mission.
The fact of the matter is Taylor is not a political institution.
Taylor exists on two levels: the
academic level and the spiritual level, and the senator’s
presence at commencement
would have hindered neither.
One of the things that makes
Taylor an excellent university is the fact that students

and faculty are free to develop their own opinions about
politics within the context of a
Christian worldview.
We may have disagreements
with friends or colleagues on
subjects such as the war in Iraq
or the separation of church
and state, but we never assume these differences mean
we should not listen to each
other with an open mind.
It is significant that the
majority of people opposing
Bayh’s invitation seemingly
were not students, but either
parents or alumni.
While parents and Taylor
graduates expressed doubts
that a speaker with differing
political views could participate without harming Taylor’s
message, many students saw
Bayh’s commencement address as an opportunity to
continue the university’s emphasis on global engagement.
We must remember that,
although commencement is a
special day for parents, it is ultimately a day for students.
This is what makes the controversy surrounding Bayh
truly unfortunate.
More importantly, we must
also consider what effect all
of this may have beyond the
commencement
ceremony
this spring.
The prevailing opinion about
evangelicals in political circles
– and particularly among
Democrats – is that they are
intolerant, self-righteous and
more concerned with imposing their own version of morality than having a rational
dialogue with individuals from
both political parties.
It seems likely that, if a
non-evangelical read the letters submitted to The Echo
in the past few weeks (not all
of which were printed), they
would be forced to conclude
that this misperception is actually correct and evangelicals
have little to offer in our nation’s great political debates.
Is this the message that we,
as ambassadors of Christ,
want to send?
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Football overpowered by No. 6 St. Xavier
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Senior linebacker Kevin Nielsen pursues a St. Xavier wide receiver. The Trojans lost
37-7 in their final home game of the season.

Muskegon natives lead team to MCC finals
from high school, Bayle attend Grand Valley University in Allendale, Mich., her
freshman and sophomore
years. Although she played
for the volleyball team there,
she never felt that it was a
good fit for her, she said.
“Jaime would mention
Lindsey at Grand Valley and
that she wasn’t having the
best time,” Coach Brittany
Smith said. “On our team,
each person has a role, and
we celebrate that role. Lindsey was struggling with her
Photo by Tim Huynh
role (at Grand Valley) … JaiThe Muskegon teammates – (clockwise) Jackie Geile
me, being a good friend, saw
(No. 10), Anita Buckner, Colleen Nelis, Jaime Allen and
that and came to me.”
Lindsey Bayle – helped lead the team to the final round
Although rules wouldn’t
of the MCC Tournament, hosted at Taylor.
permit Smith to contact BayBy Carrie Bragg
them arrived here.
le, she ended up visiting TayOnline Editor
Juniors Jaime Allen and lor and felt it would be a good
Anita Buckner were the first fit, Smith said. She joined the
Five of the fifteen players of the five players from the Lady Trojans this season.
on the volleyball team have Muskegon, area to attend
Bayle was not alone in her
at least one thing in com- Taylor to play volleyball. The transition to Taylor this year.
mon: They all hail from the two knew each other prior to A third Fruitport High School
Muskegon, Mich., area.
playing at Taylor as they had graduate, freshman Jackie
The players contributed to played against each other in Geile, decided to attend Taythe team’s win on Thursday high school.
lor and play outside hitter for
night over Huntington UniBayle, also from the Mus- the volleyball team.
versity. The win moves the kegon area, attended FruitSophomore Colleen Nelis
team on to the Mid-Central port High School with Allen, from Grand Haven, Mich.,
Conference Tournament fi- and the two had grown close also in the Muskegon area,
nals, held Saturday at Tay- as teammates on the high had played against Buckner
lor.
school volleyball team, Al- and the Fruitport girls in
Junior Lindsey Bayle, one len said. Buckner also knew high school, too, she said.
of the Muskegon Five, had Bayle because the two had
“It’s kind of weird that
32 digs and five service aces. been on the same club vol- we all came from the same
Now teammates at Taylor, leyball team.
place, but kind of cool too,”
the five players recounted
Although Allen and Buck- Nelis said. “We represent
their stories of how each of ner went to Taylor directly West Michigan well!”

Men's basketball opens strong
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
To say that the men’s basketball team’s opening weekend
was successful would be an understatement. The Trojans defeated their two opponents by a
total of 111 points.
The Trojans dominated Ohio
State University-Marion in the
first game of the Taylor Classic,
jumping out to a 60-17 lead by
halftime and breaking the 100point mark to win 108-38.

On Saturday, the game
against Grace Bible College
didn’t go quite as smoothly as
the Trojans shot only 37 percent
from the field for the first half.
But Taylor found its rhythm
in the second half, shooting a
rare 82 percent from the field
and outscoring the Tigers by 30
points to win 80-39.
The Trojans travel to Liberty,
Mo., to play in the William Jewell Classic this weekend. They
face No. 16 Benedictine today.

NFL Preview

By Jake Bragg
Contributor

Cowboys @ Giants
This is the game of the week
between the hottest teams in
the NFC. I don’t know if the
Cowboys can stop the EliManning-to-Plaxico-Burress
connection that torched them
in Week One for three touchdowns. Plus, the Giants’ de-

Sports

fense is playing better now.
Giants 24, Cowboys 23.
Colts @ Chargers
The Chargers gave up a
league-record 296 rushing
yards to Adrian Peterson last
week. Joseph Addai is at least
as quick as him, with better vision. The Colts have to prove
their defense is dominant.
Colts 23, Chargers 20.

A first-half scoring barrage
from No. 6 St. Xavier buried
Taylor on Saturday in the Trojans’ last home game of the season.
Taylor (2-8, 0-6) started slow,
allowing St. Xavier (8-1, 5-1) to
score on each of its five first-half
possessions. Meanwhile, the
Trojan offense was unable to
find the end zone, and the team
entered halftime down 0-27.
“We came out flat and the
game got out of hand quickly,”
said junior defensive lineman
Matt Burrell. “At halftime, we
made up our minds to come out
stronger and be ready to play.”
The Trojans fared much better in the second half as the
Cougars only outscored them
by three points.
A third-quarter touchdown
pass from senior quarterback
Trennon Kidder to junior wide
receiver Jeff Goodman gave the
Trojans their only score.
A tough St. Xavier defense
held the Taylor to 189 total offensive yards, while the Cougars racked up 447.

Kidder threw for 87 yards
with a 5-of-13 completion ratio,
one touchdown and one interception.
Freshman quarterback Brandon Hurst threw for 25 yards
on 4-of-12 throwing and also
led Taylor’s rushing game with
43 yards.
As the Trojans prepared this
week for their last game of the
season on Saturday, it was clear
that emotions were running
higher than normal, according
to team members.
“We don’t want to let down
the seniors,” said junior linebacker Ty Needler. “It’s their
last time to suit up, and we
want the game to be a good one
for them.”
The Trojans intend to accomplish this goal by playing with
integrity, Needler said. Even
though there is no possibility of postseason action for the
team, team members are going
to keep their heads up and play
hard all the way through the
last whistle.
The Trojans face Walsh at 12
p.m. Saturday in Canton, Ohio.
The game will be available via
webcast.

Men's cross country team
concludes NAIA season

Two runners advance to nationals
By Emily Moore
Contributor

region is. The fifth team in our
region is ranked 24th in the
Sophomores Michael Pacountry.”
body and Tom Robertson
Pabody led the way
advanced to the NAIA
for the Trojans, finishNational Championship
ing the race in 26 minMeet after placing 22nd
utes, one second, and
and 23rd, respectively,
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Central ConferBraxton Fritz
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Meet.
25th place
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ended its NAIA cono f 26:12.
ference season by placBowers said he
ing seventh at the 14believes the team
team meet.
made good progress
The team will comthroughout the year.
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Nine of the 11 runners
last time this weekend
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tian College
finishers for Taylor
Champiincluded freshman
onships.
Isaac Bryan (26:55)
Braxton Fritz
The team
in 42nd place and
Junior
went into
senior Drew Smith
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“It was a
Photo by
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Huynh
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trating,”
“We fell a little short of the
Pabody
goal,” Coach Ted Bowers said. said.
“We didn’t
“The first five teams (at the re- r e a l l y accomplish what we
gional tournament) went to Na- wanted to overall, but we’re a
tionals – that’s how good our really young team.”

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Basketball

(Men, 2-0)
Taylor Classic
W, 108-38 Ohio St.- Marion
W, 80-39 Grace Bible
Upcoming games:
William Jewell Classic
6:30 p.m. Fri. vs. Benedictine
4 p.m. Sat. vs. William Jewell
7 p.m. Tues. vs. OhioZanesville
(Women, 0-1)
L, 55-61 Judson
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Sat. vs. Indiana
Tech^
7 p.m. Tues. at St. Mary of the
Woods^

Cross Country

(Men)
7th of 14, NAIA Regional
Championships
Upcoming meets
10:45 a.m. Sat. at NCCAA
Championships
(Cedarville, Ohio)
(Women)
8th of 15, NAIA Regional
Championships
Upcoming meets:
10 a.m. Sat. at NCCAA
Championships
(Cedarville, Ohio)

Football

(2-8, 0-6)
L, 7-37 St. Xavier*
Upcoming games:
12 p.m. Sat. at Walsh*

Volleyball

(32-9, 7-1)
L, 0-3 Olivet Nazarene
W, 3-0 Goshen
W, 3-1 Huntington
Upcoming Matches:
MCC Tournament
Championship
1 p.m. Sat. vs. Indiana
Wesleyan^
* denotes MCC match
^ denotes WTUR webcast
Of the team’s eleven members, nine are freshmen or
sophomores.
Pabody competed in the NAIA
National Tournament last year,
but this will be Robertson’s first
time to experience the race.
Bowers was complimentary of
the team’s overall response to
high levels of competition.
“I thought the team did a better job of ... being prepared to
compete at a high level,” Bowers
said. “You’ve got to be ready for
20 to 25 minutes of real torture
right from the gun, and I think
that we’ve learned to approach
that and accomplish it.”
Pabody and Robertson will
compete in the NAIA National
Championship Meet on Saturday, Nov. 17, in Kenosha, Wis.
,at the University of WisconsinParkside.

Head-to-head with Jeff Hubley
Nicknames: Hubs, Hubley Bubbly
Age: 20
Sport: Cross country/track
Class: Sophomore
Major: Sport Management
Residence: Second East Wengatz
Birthplace: “The” Boston, Mass.
Greatest sports accomplishment:
Winning the 6-10 age bracket for the 1997 Taylor Homecoming 5k
Advice: Never take anything Isaac Bryan or Nate Kirsh says seriously.
Favorite sports teams: New England Patriots, Boston Red Sox, Boston Celtics,
Duke University Blue Devils
Dream car: 1998 dark blue Ford Taurus with spoiler
Best prank: We got a friend's phone and switched his girlfriend's number with Justin Rutzen's. He sent a few love texts before he found out what was going on.
Favorite quote: “Washing your hands is just admitting that you peed on them.”
							
- Brad Wetherell
Stupid human trick: I can use my hand and the inside of my leg as a whoopee
cushion.
Favorite joke: “That what she said.” - The Office
Pet peeve: Ben Waterman's retainer
Near death experience: Jumping off a 60-foot bridge
Favorite movie: Home Alone 1 and 2 (not 3 and 4)
Favorite video game: Frogger
Celebrity crush: Hannah Montana
Favorite superhero: John Cena
The Taylor student body should know that: I'm available.

“We got a friend's phone and switched his girlfriend's
number with Justin Rutzen's. He sent a few love texts
before he found out what was going on.”
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